CHAPTER VIII
BENTHAM AND UTILITY
THE  transition of   France from  revolutionary
idealism to an aggressive imperialism naturally
destroyed English sympathy with Natural Law
and the Rights of Man.   By the time of Trafalgar
the teaching of Paine  and  Godwin was thoroughly
discredited, and a country involved in a desperate war
is never in any mood to play with radical, much less
with Utopian, theories.   But throughout the years of
war the face of England was rapidly changing:  the
population continued to grow apace,  and towns to
spring  out  of   villages.   The   Industrial  Revolution,
which took the place of the social revolution in this
country, created a new manufacturing class, who were
not prepared to accept the Toryism of Burke and to
look with respect and adoration to the landed nobility.
These men were no doctrinaires, and they regarded with
horror the anarchism of Godwin and Shelley, if indeed
they ever heard of it.   But their social and economic
status rendered them intolerant of the old regime,
urged them to a demand for freedom of trade and con-
tract, infuriated them with the clumsy cruelties and
procrastinations of the positive law which Blackstone
had lauded to the skies, and made of them the most
fruitful nursery for planting a new Liberalism,   The
Manchester School, which owed its origin to such men
as Romilly and Bentham, and found its richest develop-
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